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Dear Families,
With restrictions lifting some families may be visiting family and friends in regional areas this weekend. If so, we hope you have a
wonderful catch up and enjoy the weather too. We look forward to further positive COVID numbers in the coming weeks and
additional good news from Premier Andrew’s on Sunday 22nd November. We again thank family members for the manner in
which you have supported our COVID protocols.

Dates to mark in your diary:




Students finish Term 4 - 17th December @1pm
Staff return date for 2021 - 27th January 2021
Students return date for 2021 - 28th January 2021

Remembrance Day Service
A big congratulations to our leaders for organising and
leading the whole school through Remembrance Day service on
Wednesday.

Building Update
Building works are continuing. Unfortunately not quite to schedule!
I have a site meeting next Tuesday with all parties involved, Catholic Education, Architects, Builders etc, so hoping a
confirmed timeline will be given. In the meantime concrete pouring was today in the quadrangle, ready for resurfacing of the
quadrangle in the coming weeks. The children absolutely loved watching this.

Library End of Year Books Return
We will begin the audit of the borrowing records for the library. We are asking that you encourage your child to locate all library
books and return them to the library.
Many thanks for your cooperation.

STEM Day
Yesterday was STEM Day, the day provided the opportunity for students to celebrate everything in the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics and have some fun too. Students participated in a range of activities across the school and
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Fees
Dear Parents,
Fee statements were sent home with your children.
You will note that many of you are already in credit for the beginning of next year, this is due to the refunds that have been issued for programs either not occurring or only partly occurring this year due to COVID.
Please if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me, I am available in the school office on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays or you can email me on dallen@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au
If you are also experiencing financial difficulties please contact Jenny Rohan to discuss this matter. Health Care Card holders
are also eligible for CSEF Funding which is $125.00 per student, please see the form attached to this newsletter. CSEF has a
new cut off date of the 27th November.

2021 classes—placement of students
Early in Term 4 the staff will begin the process of putting together class lists for the 2021 school year. The process will be
completed with consideration given to:

The social and academic distribution of the children within the same level across classes

A gender balance in each class

Specific placement of siblings and children with individual needs, inclusive of emotional, learning, physical and

behavioral needs
Teachers in Term 4 will ask children to name 5 friends who they work well with. Students will be reminded to consider children
from their current class and from other class settings. Classes will then be structured with the aim to have at least one
nominated friend.
As has been the practice of the past, I invite parents to put in writing any relevant background knowledge that would be of
benefit for the social, emotional and academic needs of your child. All relevant information must be made prior to Thursday
30th November. This information will assist teachers in the placing of all students in 2021. Please note that class groupings for
a
following year are determined by the level of funding that is received from Federal and State Governments. This level is worked
out by the number of students that the school has, based on the August census.
I understand there may be sensitive circumstances which exist in relation to special consideration for your child’s class
placement (this should already be known to the current teacher and to me as Principal). I ask that you lease email me directly at
principal@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au with the subject heading of ‘Placement’. Please do not assume that correspondence
from previous years is considered as circumstances and relationships change over time.

We will evaluate all requests and make a professional judgment on the placement of the child in question. The final decision
rests with the school.

COVID-19
Just a reminder that students are not to come to
school if they have the slightest symptoms of
cold/flu.

Students
Departures/Future
Numbers:

Our students and staff are reminded to sanitise
their hands and learning spaces on a regular
basis and our staff wear face masks when
moving around the school.

If your child/ren ( Prep- Year 5) will not be
returning to St
Scholastica’s in 2021 we ask that you notify us as soon as
possible so that we can best plan for the year ahead.
This information is essential as we plan for 2021 class
structures.

Kind regards,

Jennifer Rohan
Principal

(This does not apply to Year 6
students) Please contact the office if your child/ren will
not be returning in 2021 on 9808 7279
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Student Wellbeing News
Student Wellbeing News
Social and Emotional Learning
Social and emotional learning is about developing the ability to care for others, make responsible decisions,
establish positive relationships, and handle challenging situations. These skills are essential for developing
resilience and the personal attributes that promote wellness, prevent illness and support recovery. This term, in
conjunction with the Day for Daniel resources, we are using the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships
program to explore
Topic 7: Gender and identity & Topic 8: Positive gender relations
Research shows that children become aware of gender at an early age, being well aware of gender norms, and
making efforts to fit within gendered expectations by the time they are in kindergarten.16 As young children learn
about gender, they may also begin to enact sexist values, or stereotypical beliefs and attitudes.16–20 They may for
example insist that some games are for boys and others for girls, and actively reject peers from certain games. This
means that it is important to commence work on building positive gender relationships within these early years.
This learning is part of the schools compliance with the Child Safety Standards Number 6.
Child Safe Standard 6: Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse. Risks always exist for
children and there may be some risks that are beyond your organisation’s control. But you must do what is in your
power to reduce the risk of children being harmed.

Christine Reed
Student Wellbeing & Diversity Leader
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Student Wellbeing News
NAIDOC Week

NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. NAIDOC is celebrated not only in Indigenous communities, but by Australians from all
walks of life. The week is a great opportunity to participate in a range of activities and to support your local Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community.
NAIDOC originally stood for ‘National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee’. This committee was once responsible for organising national activities during NAIDOC Week and its acronym has since become the name of the week
itself.

Here are some of our year Prep/One/Two students showing their colouring in of the 2020 National NAIDOC Poster. The poster was designed by Noongar and Saibai Islander man Tyrown Waigana. It is a depiction of the Rainbow Serpent, a common being from many of Australia’s Indigenous nations. It is represented by the snake and it forms the shape of Australia, which symbolises how it created our lands. To
read about the painting click here.
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FLORIST
Every fortnight, Constance Florist at Burwood
One kindly donate a vase of fresh flowers to
brighten up our office area.
Please support them if you have any floristry needs.

FRIENDSHIP- ADVENTURECHALLENGE- FUN
Are you wanting activities for girls
aged 6 and above?
Visit Bennettswood Girl Guides at
21 Station St, Burwood.
This is your chance to try something new and cool in 2020. Girl Guides provides
a girl led, non-formal education program which is
dynamic, flexible and gives training in life skills,
decision-making and leadership. It’s a great
chance to make some new friends too!
Girls 6-11 on Monday 6.30pm – 8.00. Older girls
on Tuesday evenings 6.30 – 8.30 pm.
Come and try for three weeks with no charge. All
our leaders are trained and security checked. We
welcome adults (female) who are interested in
working with girls through our guiding program to
join in the fun. Contact Elizabeth Adnams on (H)
9807 6472 or (M)0407 542 680 or email:
eadnams@guidevic.org.au

