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Dear Families,
We look forward to welcoming back all of our Year 3 to Year 6 children
next Tuesday 9th June. This will mean that we finally have all students
and staff back onsite! Hooray!

School Advisory Board
Thank you to children, parents and staff In this week’s newsletter there is a letter from our
School Advisory Board acknowledging everyone’s hard work and flexibility during the last two
months of offsite learning. A sincere thank you again to all our community for your amazing
efforts. We are all be proud to be part of our St.Schol’s community.

Thank You – A message from the School Advisory Board:
On behalf of the St Scholastica’s School Advisory Board, we would like to acknowledge and extend our heartfelt
thanks and appreciation to our families, our children and our teachers for their outstanding efforts throughout
the remote learning and teaching experience. The worldwide Covid-19 pandemic resulted in enormous change
in every area of our lives. In this state of flux, our school and its staff, displayed resilience, agility and ability, to
continue to provide a schooling experience that prioritized our children’s’ needs and our unique sense of
community.
To the teaching and administration staff, thank you for all your efforts during these past eight weeks of remote
schooling. We were so impressed with the way you embraced this significant shift in learning, in such a short
period. Additionally, you as a staff, continued to ensure that our families all felt connected and supported
throughout these unprecedented times. A special mention needs to go to our Principal, Jenny Rohan, who
worked tirelessly to continue to lead our community throughout.
To all the parents, we thank you and appreciate your patience and understanding. Many of you had to
juggle work commitments with assisting and/or overseeing the remote learning of your children. This is not an
easy task and we would like to acknowledge your role in the experience.
Finally, to our wonderful children. Whilst we acknowledge that the remote experience contained many
challenges, we do want to recognise the students’ resilience, dedication and open-mindedness to their new
experience of education. They have been remarkable!
Next week, we extend a warm welcome back to all of our students and families for a traditional face-to-face
teaching and learning experience and we do trust that you will all appreciate having our children in our
corridors and classrooms again. We wish every one of you a smooth, happy transition return to St.
Scholastica’s.
Once again, thank you!
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Pick and Drop off
I would firstly like to thank our families over the last two weeks for following our changed pick up
and drop off routines. Whilst there were a few hiccups on the first afternoon we certainly are now
running like a well oiled machine and things have been a lot smoother and timely since.
After discussion with our School Advisory Board on Tuesday night, along with staff and parents, we need to remind all families
that there is no parking in Pheasant street and Starling street to pick up and drop of your child/children.
Staff are at the back soccer gate helping children get in and out of cars safely. Walking traffic only makes this
harder and more challenging for the safety of our children.
Next week sees the return of all our children to school which we are so excited about. Please be patient
when dropping off and picking up. There may be delays but remember, this is for the safety of our children.

Year 3 to Year 6 Transition to School
Children not returning to school
We request that any families who intend on keeping their children at
home from June 9 contact Jenny Rohan by email:

Parent Teacher Interviews
We will be having parent teacher interviews in the last week of
Term. These will be via google meets the same platform we
have been using for our Offsite learning. More information will
follow next week including date and times.

principal@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au
The school is required to monitor student attendance and we also
wish to support families with their own personal family requirements.
What more can I do?
If your child is reluctant to head back to school or they’re showing
signs of anxiety, try approaching your
child’s class teacher or Wellbeing Leader Christine Reed creed@ssbennettswood.catholic.edu.au for
advice. Together you may decide which support strategies for your
young child will be beneficial for

Parent/Student Reflection on Home
learning
A reflection survey for parents and students was uploaded
onto the Google classrooms yesterday. We acknowledge
all the work and support over the home learning period
you have given and we would like to know your
thoughts on this.
We would appreciate if parents and students could please
respond to this as soon as possible.

them.

Wellbeing, Social & Emotional Learning and Circle Time with Miss Reed
The Prep to Year 2 teachers have been implementing SEL lessons each day to promote wellbeing in our children. The focus has been on
bouncing bank and the transience of feelings. Well done to our teachers who have implemented these lessons using stories and songs.
I would like to thank Christine Reed for going into classrooms over the last two weeks and running and modelling to teachers Circle Time.
Circle time is another way of to help children socialise, engage, share their feelings and promote wellbeing . It reinforces our schoolwide
Positive Behaviours and our learning from SEL lessons. Congratulations to all students for their Mexican Wave on Thursday. Teachers will
continue this as part of their routine in the classrooms.
Miss Reeds’ roles are Student wellbeing and Student Learning Diversity and I encourage you to read her weekly wellbeing newsletter
articles to support your family and your children. A reminder that if your child is experiencing any concerns please do not hesitate to
contact Miss Reed and myself for further support of your child’s wellbeing and learning needs.
Hygiene Measures keeping your child safe






Hand hygiene will continue to be a priority. Students will wash and sanitize their hands throughout the school day
Tables and frequent touch spots will be cleansed during playtimes and at the end of the day Students will drink only from their
water bottles, please ensure your child brings a full drink bottle each day.
Students are encouraged to have a drink prior to exiting the classroom for play breaks and sport. Children will not be drinking
from drink taps.
It is recommended that all students pack a raincoat for days of inclement weather as they will be entering and exiting grounds
from the soccer pitch. (Walking from the office)
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Junior School Ipads, Chromebooks and
Charging cords returned
We request that any items as borrowed by junior school
families throughout the period of remote learning are
returned to the school. These resources are now being used
within our daily classroom activities.

Foundation Enrolment Forms for
2021 are now due
Confirmation letters have been sent today. We request that all parents
with Foundation/Prep enrolments for the 2021 school year submit
enrolment forms in the coming days. If you are aware of friends or
family members wishing to enrol at St Scholastica’s, please advise them
that enrolment forms need to be submitted to secure a placement for
2021.

Follow us on Social Media
We have been adding to our Social media platforms over this time and we will continue to do so in the future too.
So, Don’t forget, St.Scholastica's has a Facebook page! Search for “St. Scholastica’s Primary School, then like and share our page to keep
up to date with what is happening around the school.
We also need people to review our school via the Facebook page, so please do this too! The page will be mainly used to promote the
school and celebrate achievements of our students.
Follow our Twitter page “StSchols1” and also on Instagram! Search for “st.scholsprimaryschool” !!!

Kind regards,

Jennifer Rohan
Principal
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Student Wellbeing News
Student Wellbeing News
Social and Emotional Learning
We have continued to focus on Building Resilience and Bouncing Back this
week in our SEL lessons. This is because parent feedback suggested many
children were anxious about returning after such a long time. The children
have been using picture story books to explore how characters react when
things go awry. I have linked some of books we have used for discussion
here:

Franklin’s Bad Day
Alexander and the terrible, horrible, no good very bad day
Alexander and the terrible, horrible, no good very bad day
Sam’s Sunday Dad
The main teaching point for the children in the sessions this week is that feelings aren’t permanent, they can
change.
Our key learnings have been:
 It is ok to feel sad/lonely/frightened/anxious
 Feelings are not permanent and can change- bounce back.
 We can do things to make us feel better.
 There are people that can support us when we are not feeling our happiest.

Circle Time
Circle time has continued everyday this week to reinforce the learning from the SEL lessons. Circle time is a time for important social
interactions among young children. It helps develop positive relationships between kids through engaging and fun activities. It is also
used to address certain issues identified in the class such as playground problems, friendship skills and class behaviours.

Mexican Wave Competition
As part of our Circle Time we use Mexican Wave as a
way of de-escalating after our serious chat. The
Prep-Two classes have loved this and as a result
they had a competition. The winner was 1/2B
Artwork by Ryder and Mano
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Student Wellbeing News
Parent Wellbeing and Support
Returning to School Anxiety Free- Michael Grose
“Going back to school after the enforced COVID-19 break is a source of mixed emotions for many children and
young people. Some students, who revel in face-to-face interactions, just can’t wait to reconnect with friends and
teachers. Others who have appreciated the break from constantly being emotionally switched on when at school
may be reticent to return. Regardless of how your child reacts there’s bound to be a level of anxiety attached to
returning to school after such a long break. The following strategies sourced from my book, Anxious Kids, will help
your child make a smooth transition back to school.”
To read the full article click here

Rainbow Trail Australia
Thank you to Amelia who celebrated her birthday this week then donated her birthday rainbow balloons to our
Rainbow Trail window. Thanks to everyone else who is sending in their Rainbow Drawings and photos of their
own rainbow creations. Please keep them coming. We will keep filling the window until the end of Term 2. Here is
an updated photo of our Rainbow Trail Window.

Christine Reed
Student Wellbeing & Learning Diversity Leader
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Parish Update
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School Uniform Update
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School Uniform Update
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FLORIST
Every fortnight, Constance Florist at Burwood
One kindly donate a vase of fresh flowers to
brighten up our office area.
Please support them if you have any floristry needs.

FRIENDSHIP- ADVENTURECHALLENGE- FUN
Are you wanting activities for girls
aged 6 and above?
Visit Bennettswood Girl Guides at
21 Station St, Burwood.
This is your chance to try something new and cool in 2020. Girl Guides provides
a girl led, non-formal education program which is
dynamic, flexible and gives training in life skills,
decision-making and leadership. It’s a great
chance to make some new friends too!
Girls 6-11 on Monday 6.30pm – 8.00. Older girls
on Tuesday evenings 6.30 – 8.30 pm.
Come and try for three weeks with no charge. All
our leaders are trained and security checked. We
welcome adults (female) who are interested in
working with girls through our guiding program to
join in the fun. Contact Elizabeth Adnams on (H)
9807 6472 or (M)0407 542 680 or email:
eadnams@guidevic.org.au

